Introduction

Why do we need Respiratory Integrated
Care?
Ireland has the highest rate of admissions for COPD in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries. 1
Part of the explanation for this may reside in lack of resources for diagnosis and management in the community. 
What is Respiratory
Aims of RIC
•To provide expert diagnosis and care in an integrated manner
•To improve access to spirometry in the community for diagnosis and accurate staging of disease 
Benefits of working within the G.P practice
•Instant access to patients past interventions, letters, radiology reports and a view of exacerbation history.
•Ability to liaise with G.Ps instantly
•Being visible and a part of the primary care team generates referrals and discussion around Respiratory disease.
•Patients expressing appreciation at ease of access and closer proximity to home.
Results
Results cont'd Conclusion
Respiratory Integrated Care (RIC) provides for accurate diagnosis, with evidence based cohesive management in primary care.
Continued collaboration and communication is required to streamline and expand the service further.
Further Integrated Care posts are expected to commence next year.
Learning from this current programme can be utilised in upcoming programmes and to help shape a model of care.
